MVC Toolkit for the ASP.NET 3.5 Extensions (preview release)

Introduction

The MVC Toolkit adds some useful functionality that works on top of the December 2007 ASP.NET 3.5 Extensions preview release.  At this point, it is still somewhat experimental, but a lot of it will likely make its way into the MVC framework itself in future builds.
The MVC Toolkit includes the following functionality:
· Rendering helpers which make it easier to output various HTML tags in MVC Views
· Dynamic Data support: this gives ASP.NET MVC a powerful and extensible scaffolding architecture.  The toolkit also adds metadata pluggability, which allows the metadata used by Dynamic Data to use alternate stores (instead of the default attribute based mechanism).

How to use the toolkit in your MVC applications

The toolkit code lives in a DLL named MVCToolkit.dll, which you can find under the Binaries folder.  That is all you need to do in order to use the Rendering helpers.
To use Dynamic Data, you also need to copy some template files in your web application.  You can find those files in the MVCDynamicDataFiles folder.  Just copy everything in there into your MVC Application.  It will replace the css file, and add a number of new files.

Building the toolkit

Although MVCToolkit.dll included in the package, the source project is available if you’d like to build it yourself.  This can be useful for debugging or experimenting.
To do this, simply open the MVCToolkit.sln solution in Visual Studio 2008.

MVC Rendering helpers

Rob Conery’s blog has information on this.  And Scott Guthrie’s blog is always must read.

Dynamic Data support for MVC

The same MVCToolkit.sln solution that builds the toolkit also contains a small blog sample which demonstrates the use of Dynamic Data.  This is the best way to get started with this feature.  To run it, simply set the blog as the StartUp project, and press Ctrl-F5 to run it!
For more info on Dynamic data see David Ebbo’s blog.  And once again, don’t miss Scott Guthrie’s blog!
